Dear students, 

We welcome you to the 38th, summer course of Modern Greek Language of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and we wish your participation in the course to be pleasant and productive. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you about:

A) the programme (lessons, trips, cultural activities),

B) studies’ regulation,

C) your stay in Thessaloniki,

D) The School of Modern Greek & Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.

A) INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

Α.1. The programme includes 76 academic hours in total (an academic hour lasts 45 minutes).

Monday 18th of August 2014 (1st day of the programme)

9.00 – 9.15 a.m.: Gathering at the Central Amphitheatre (ground floor of the Old Building of Philosophy Faculty). Welcoming reception.

9.30 – 14.00 Placement test (written and oral) 

Total beginners do not take the placement test.

During the first week of the course, you are kindly requested to bring to the Secretariat a copy of your passport or/and visa (in case you haven’t brought it prior the beginning of the course). 

18.00 Announcement of the schedule on the website www.smg.auth.gr and on the School’s announcement board. 

Tuesday 19th of August 2014

Beginning of the course. The lessons will be held from Monday to Friday between 8.30-12.00 in the University Campus and also in the French Institute (Leoforos Stratou Street 2A & Napoleontos Zerva).  
A.2. CHANGING GROUP: Is allowed only during the first week of the course. Both teachers have to approve it. Relevant document is provided by the Secretariat.

A.3. SYLLABUS: The courses’ syllabus is on the website of the School www.smg.auth.gr (under the link “studies”).  

A.4. LANGUAGE LABORATORY: Students may use the PCs of the language lab. 
A.5. EDUCATIONAL VISITS: Students have the opportunity to participate in educational visits to areas of cultural interest.
A.6. TUITION FEE

The tuition fee is 324,00 €. You are kindly requested to deposit the amount at the following bank account and hand in the receipt at the Secretariat of the School by August 20, 2014 the latest. Otherwise it will not be possible to attend the programme. On the bank receipt you must note down your name and the code number.
Piraeus Bank

Bank account: 5202-002079-976

Research Committee of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Code number: 81546

ΙΒΑΝ: GR 04 0172 2020 0052 0200 2079 976

SWIFT: PIRBGRAA
Scholarship holders of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki do not have to deposit the above tuition fees. 

Α.7. TRIPS AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES: The schedule of the trips and cultural activities of the course will follow. The participation in the trips is optional. The students who wish to take part in the trips are kindly requested to inform the Secretariat, before the deadline of registrations, by depositing the relevant amount of money. The departure of the buses will be in front of the main entrance of the old building of Philosophy Faculty. Participants are requested to be there at least 10’ before the departure.

Β) STUDIES’ REGULATION
B.1. ATTENDANCE OF LESSONS: is obligatory (at least the 80 % of the total hours). The students are not entitled to a certificate of full-time attendance in case of 4 absences during the course. In case of any absences students are responsible for covering the lessons.

B.2. JUSTIFICATION OF ABSENCES: As soon as the students returns to class he/she must bring documentation explaining about his/her absences to the Secretariat (i.e. medical certificates by public hospital or/and private doctors). Late examinations will not be examined. 
B.3. During the course
· Smoking is not allowed nor in the classrooms or the common places of the School.

· No food or beverage is allowed in the classrooms.

· Mobile phones need to be deactivated during lessons.

· Any form of violence, corporal or verbal, is forbidden and also any offence or threat at the expense of the rest of the students.

· The teacher has the right not to accept a student asking being placed in his group with a delay of more than a week after the beginning of the course.

B.4. 
AT THE END OF THE COURSE
· Evaluation of the teaching and administrative work and facilities: after the completion of the 80% of the course, students fill in e-questionnaires for the evaluation of the teaching and administrative work and facilities according to the regulations of ADIP for the third degree education. The e-filling in is anonymous and optional and aims to the improvement of services provided. Only the students who attended the 80% of the course may fill in those questionnaires.
· Exams: written exams are held at the end of the course. The final grade is a result of the 60% of the attendance of the class and of the 40% of the mark of the written exams.
· Interruption: Tuition fee is not refundable in case of student’s responsibility.

· CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE: are issued one week after the end of the programme. Students with early departure may receive their certificates via post by leaving to the Secretariat their postal address and stamp.

C) INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR STAY IN THESSALONIKI

C.1. Accommodation: Information about hotels in the city you may find on the website: www.all-hotels.gr 

Information about renting a studio or apartment you may also find on the website of the School www.smg.auth.gr (under the link “the city”).

C.2. Food: The University Restaurant is closed during summer vacations. However, there are a lot of restaurants in the city where you may find a variety of meals.

C.3. University Gym: The University Gym is closed during summer vacations. However, it will open only for the traditional Greek dance lessons of the School. The dance lessons will be held at the University Gym, from Thursday August 21th, 2014 and every Thursday in two groups: 1st group: 18.00-19.00 p.m., 2nd group: 19.00-20.00 p.m. 

Those who are interested in swimming there are the following possibilities:

· The Municipal swimming pool of Ano Toumpa (Kleanthous 57-Lampraki), tel.: 2310907711. Information you may find on the website www.thessaloniki.gr.

· The Municipal swimming pool of Kalamaria (Chilis-Plastira), tel.: 2310440540. Monday - Friday 11.00-18.00 and Saturday 12.00-18.00. Entrance cost: 2 €. For the use of the swimming pool is necessary to submit 2 medical certificates, 1 from a dermatologist and 1 from a pathologist or cardiologist.       

· The Municipal swimming pool of Sykies (Lechovou 7), tel.: 2310200327. Monday - Friday 10.00-16.30, 20.45-22.30 and weekends 11.00-15.00. Entrance cost: 3 €. For the use of the swimming pool is necessary to submit 2 medical certificates, 1 from a dermatologist and 1 from a pathologist or cardiologist.

C.4. Insurance: European citizens are requested to have the European insurance card with them.

C.5. Internet: The University provides Internet access for students. Those who are interested need to visit AuthNet-Network Operation Center, which is situated at the central Library of the University (http://noc.auth.gr/). Moreover, you may find many internet cafes near University Campus.

C.6. Cost of living: The following list includes the average prices of some basic goods that determine the cost of living:
	Item
	Price (in Euros)

	Bottle of water (0.50 lt)
	0,50 €

	Bottle of water (1,5 lt)
	1,00 €

	Milk (1 lt)
	1 – 1,50 €

	Refreshments 
	1,00-2,00 €

	Coffee (at a cafeteria)
	3,00-5,00 €

	Beer (at a bar)
	4,00-8,00 €

	Cinema ticket
	8,00-10,00€

	Concert ticket
	20,00 €


C.6. The city of Thessaloniki: Thessaloniki is the second largest city of Greece with approximately 1 million inhabitants and the capital of Macedonia, the largest region of Greece. Founded in 315 b.C. by King Kassander and named after his wife, who was Alexander the Great’s half-sister. Today, the city is a major economic, political and cultural centre of Greece. It attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors every year since it is famous for its ancient Greek and Byzantine monuments, its commercial port, the Universities, the International Trade Fair held annually in September, its International Film Festival. Thessaloniki is also known for its hospitable people, tasteful cuisine and social life. Due to its unique location Thessaloniki has always been of strategic importance throughout its long history and a meeting point of different people, languages and cultures of the East and the West. More information about Thessaloniki, you may find on the following websites: www.thessalonikicity.gr, www.meteo.gr, www.gnto.gr, www.thessaloniki360.com             

C.7. Arriving to Thessaloniki: Thessaloniki, as most modern cities today, may be reached by plane, train, bus and ship.

By plane
The easiest way to reach Thessaloniki is by a direct fly to the city’s airport called «Macedonia» (www.thessalonikiairport.gr/), serving both international and domestic flights. Most major airplane companies have direct flights to Thessaloniki or flights via Athens. Thessaloniki’s airport (SKG) is the second biggest airport in Greece, located 14 km east of the city center. 

By train

The national Railway Station is called “OSE” (www.ose.gr) and it is centrally located (28, Monastiriou Street). It is conveniently connected with the rest of the city via public transportation. If you are coming to Thessaloniki via Athens the “Express” or “Intercity” trains are suggested in order to travel quicker.

By bus

The national bus company is called “KTEL” (www.ktel.gr). If you are coming to Thessaloniki via Athens, it is a 511 km (apprx. 6 hours) journey. 

In order to travel by bus to Thessaloniki or from Thessaloniki to any destination in Greece you may find all the necessary information by contacting the “Macedonia” intercity bus station (KTEL) of Thessaloniki (www.ktelmakedonia.gr/) or intercity bus station for Chalkidiki (www.ktel-halkidiki.gr)

By ship

Thessaloniki’s port is connected by sea with other major ports and islands (www.thpa.gr).

C.8. Transportation in town
By bus

In the city there are public buses (“OASTH”) in order to facilitate the transportation. More information you may find on the website:   www.oasth.gr
You may buy bus tickets at “OASTH” ticket houses or the kiosks on the streets (one ticket costs 0,80 or 0,90 € or at the automatic machines in the buses (one ticket costs 0,90 or 1,00 €).

By taxi

TAXI cars in Thessaloniki are colored blue and may be stopped in the street in order to get you anywhere in or out of Thessaloniki. The minimum fee for any destination into the city is 3,20 €, while the fee differs after 12.00 o’ clock at night or for destinations such as the airport, the train and the bus stations. It also differs for destinations outside Thessaloniki. 

A taxi fee from the Airport and Macedonia Bus station to the University may vary from 11,00 to 20,00 €. A taxi fee from the Railway station to the University may vary from 4,00 to 7,00 €. 

For your convenience we give you some phone numbers of taxi companies in Thessaloniki: +30 2310550500, +302310866866, +302310525000.

C.9. Getting to the University
From the airport: by bus number 78 
From the Railway Station: by buses’ number. 2, 10, 11, 14, 17, 37 (bus stop «Kamara»)   

From the Dormitories: by bus number 15 

D) INFORMATION ABOUT AUTH AND SMGL

D.1. Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
The Aristotle University of Thessaloniki is the largest University in Greece. The University Campus covers some 23 hectares close to the center of Thessaloniki. It comprises 9 Faculties organized into 39 Schools, as well as 3 independent Schools (a total of 42 Schools).

More than 95.000 undergraduate and postgraduate students study at the Aristotle University, 86.000 in undergraduate programmes and 9.000 in postgraduate programmes. More information about Aristotle University of Thessaloniki you may find on the website: www.auth.gr .

D.2. School of Modern Greek Language
The School of Modern Greek Language was founded at the Aristotle University in 1970 and has been operating ever since under the supervision of the Faculty of Philosophy. The School offers courses in Greek language and culture to foreign students and also to students of Greek origin, who intend to study in Greek Educational Institutions, or wish, through the Greek language, to familiarize with Greece and its culture (ancient, byzantine and modern). Every year, a number of language courses, relative to the various needs of the students, are offered. More information about the School of Modern Greek Language you may find on the website: www.smg.auth.gr 

The Secretariat is open every working day from 12.00 till 14.00 p.m. The administrative staff will be at your disposal for any information or question:

· Koutousi Eleni (Head Administrator), tel.: +30 2310 997571, e-mail: elen@smg.auth.gr 

· Constantinou Georgia,tel.:+30 2310 997923, e-mail: sneg@smgl.auth.gr 

· Koutsilieri Nasia, tel.: +30 2310 997475, e-mail: school-mg@smg.auth.gr 

· Douliaka Ioanna, tel.: +30 2310 997572, e-mail: idouliak@smg.auth.gr
· Giovanitsa Athina, tel: +302310997576, e-mail: agiovani@smg.auth.gr 
· Vasiliadis Andreas, tel: +302310997475, e-mail: avasili@smg.auth.gr
Fax: +30 2310 997573

Website: www.smg.auth.gr 

Facebook: «School οf Modern Greek Language» 

Twitter: @smg_auth.
We wish you to enjoy the programme!
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